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BOUK RE\'lE\\'S out to he a manual for medical and nursing staff involved in intensive care in one institution difficult to apply to another. In their preface, Drs. Jones and O\';en-Thomas state that the presentation has heen deliberately made simple in some sections, while in others the subject matter is dealt with in considerable detail. These alterations in emphasis can he rather confusing to the reader, although the\' may be suitable for the purposes for which they were written.
Two chapters on newborn infants contributed h\' Dr. Paul Swwr of the Toronto Children';.; Hospital are of particular value. The chapter on hasic physiology contains a very large section on pulmonary physiology with a numher of nomograms for estimating effective shunt and alveolar to arterial oxygen tension gradients. By contrast, the chapter on upper airway ohstruction is surprisingly hrief, and the section on acute epiglottitis would not fit the picture of this disease seen in Australian cities (Benjamin, 1!)70) .
The hook is illustrated with a number of charts, graphs and line drawings, the quality and clarity of the latter being particularly praiseworthy. The text is unfortunatel~' marred hy' an irritating number of misprints which could in some cases he misleading. This hook is recommended for all who are interested in the problems of paediatric and neonatal intensive care, but not necessaril\' as a manual. It would be valuable reading for postgraduate anaesthetists, hut it is difficult to recommend it unreservedly to nursing staff. 8t" x5r. Pp. :~lfi. Price £3.7;). The specialist anaesthetist today is expected to cope with a large number of problellls which fall outside the field of clinical anaesthesia. He is expected to he physiologist, pharmacologist, intensivist and physicist. When the Primary Fellowship Course was recentlv revised in England, one of the innovations was the introduction of clinical measurement into the curriculum. The book under review was written to cover this curriculum as it was considered that there was no other text at a suitable level available. Since the concepts dealt with in sucb a book are best understood by matllematicians, physicists, engineers and stati~ticians it could be argued that these experts would be hest suited to be the authors. The\' are, however, often unable to judge the state of knowledge (or ignorance) of their medical audience and the significance of the concepts in the clinical situation. This book was therefore written b\' two highlY regarded anaesthetists who set out to emphasize the principles and practical application of clinical measurement at a fairly elementary level. The\' unashamedly admit to simplification in parts' in order to assist comprehension.
Briefly, the book is divided into three parts. The first deals with general principles of measurement and includes chapters on physical units, recorders, computers, optical equipment and the use of radioactive substances. This section is lucid and concise. The onl\' criticism offered is that there was a tendenc\' to oversimplification in some places, while in' others the use of more diagrams would have he en helpful to the reader. The second part of the book deals with the specific measurement of pressure, flow, volume, temperature, gas composition and biological potentials. It is again easv to read, and most informative. The final part of the book deals with the presentation and interpretation of numerical data. Clinicians with little knowledge of these subjects will find it the most difficult part of the book, but we are reassured bv the authors' final statement that "only 1)\' using statistics as a tool, can one become familiar with them". It is an invaluable introduction to a complex aspect of modern medicine.
To summarize: This is a well written, well presented and up-to-date text. Although written for the London Priman' Examination, it is equall\' applicable to the Australasian Examination. It is also recommended for more senior anaesthetists who have had little formal training in the field of clinical measurement. The price in Australia is S13.75, which is a mark-up of approximately 75 per cent on the price in the United Kingdom.
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